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This project introduces children to their 
role as an EU citizen, shows them how 
European legislation works and uses 
new cooperative learning methods 
like ‘concept mapping’ to facilitate 
the learning process
There is a general disparity between the knowledge necessary 
to understand the complexity of EU governance and the ability 
to be an active EU citizen.

A project in Germany aimed to teach school pupils about the 
EU before they reach secondary school. For this purpose the 
project offered primary school teachers specialised training 
and teaching materials, such as cases of legislation and lists 
of the institutions involved. This and other materials helped 
teachers spark interest in politics from an early age which in 
turn strengthened children’s idea of European citizenship.

According to project coordinator Prof. Dr. Georg Weisseno:

" The goal of this project was to show that 
it is possible for small children to gain 
knowledge about the political processes 
of the EU. By using materials tailored for 
children, encouraging cooperative learning 
methods and using concept maps, there 
is evident proof of learning.”

Through a series of cooperative learning methods, including 
group work and debates, children were encouraged to help 
develop a set of concept maps using materials provided 
by teachers. The concept maps featured simple diagrams 
depicting the relationships between different EU concepts 
and institutions. These diagrams connect images and 
keywords to help children understand how the European 
Union works.

Some of these materials will now aid teachers develop 
similar activities with other students, thus helping 
enhance children’s political education in a collaborative 
and fun way.
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